June 24, 2014

Bless us this day and every day, and
may all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor
and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

PRESIDENT OBAMA MUST BRING
OUR MARINE HOME

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
Andrew Tahmooressi is a 25-year-old
United States marine from south Flor-
ida who served our country bravely and
honorably during two combat tours in
Afghanistan. Andrew was meritori-
ously promoted on the battlefield to
sergeant during his last tour, which
shows the true character of this young
man who once told his mom that he
was ‘nudged by God” to join the mili-
tary.

Andrew suffers from posttraumatic
stress disorder and was invited by a fel-
low marine to seek treatment in San
Diego. He accidently ended up at the
Mexican border, where he was arrested
by Mexican authorities for possessing
firearms.

Andrew’s mistake was taking a
wrong turn. The administration’s mis-
take is to let him languish in Mexican
prisons where he faced threats and
abuses. President Obama and Vice
President BIDEN both had opportunities
to demand his release, but they shirked
their responsibilities and their obliga-
tions to this young man and his family.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to bring our
marine home now.

———————

IMMIGRANT HERITAGE MONTH

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the month of June
as Immigrant Heritage Month. This
month I join my colleague, Representa-
tive SANCHEZ, as an original cosponsor
recognizing the month of June as Im-
migrant Heritage Month in honor of
the role immigrants play in shaping
the history and culture of the United
States.

No country has been more invig-
orated by immigrant culture, more re-
warded by immigrant labor and immi-
grant ideas than our country, America.
I believe the only true way to honor
the immigrants that built the founda-
tion of this great Nation is by fixing
our broken immigration system, but
House Republicans have refused to pass
an immigration reform bill.

To mark Immigration Heritage
Month, we must create a message of
unity and remember that this country
was also built by the dreams and hard
work of people who came from some-
place else. Perhaps then we can change
the dialogue around immigration by
placing attention on the country’s di-
verse immigrant heritage and the need
to bring immigration reform to the
floor for a vote.

———
WRONG SIGNAL ON IMMIGRATION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the Post and Courier of
Charleston, South Carolina, presented
an editorial last Tuesday correctly re-
vealing the wrong signal on immigra-
tion. The opinion states:

Central American children have entered
the United States in large numbers in recent
weeks. Their mass entry has also produced
another political obstacle to passing com-
prehensive immigration reform legislation.
Opponents of the initiative reasonably point
out that this is the latest border problem as
additional evidence of the Obama adminis-
tration’s lack of credibility on the issue. Nu-
merous Republican lawmakers have cited, as
a motivating factor of this incoming tide of
humanity, President Barack Obama’s execu-
tive edict deferring deportations. And their
continuing migration into our country
strengthens the assumption that the Presi-
dent has no intention of fulfilling its pledge
to bolster border security. Clearly, if the
President and other advocates of sweeping
immigration reform are serious about mov-
ing one through Congress, Federal border en-
forcement must be intensified.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

JUNE IS ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize June as Alzheimer’s and
Brain Awareness Month.

Worldwide, at least 44 million people
are living with Alzheimer’s disease.
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The number is expected to rise to 76
million by 2030. In the United States, 5
million Americans are living with Alz-
heimer’s.

Those who are affected by this dis-
ease know that the costs are high. The
disease affects or hits both the af-
flicted and those who love the afflicted.
It is a disease whose origins are un-
known but whose end is absolutely cer-
tain. It is a disease that takes your
mind, your dignity, and eventually
your life. Alzheimer’s is the sixth lead-
ing cause of death in the United States
and is the most expensive disease, cost-
ing our Nation $214 billion in 2014
alone.

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues
to take action on finding a cure for
this fatal disease by supporting the
HOPE for Alzheimer’s Act to improve
diagnosis and treatment of Alzheimer’s
and to commit to making a strong in-
vestment in funding research to find a
cure.

————
KOREAN WAR VETERANS LUNCH

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, on Sat-
urday, I had the chance to join with
the Consul General Dong-man Han in
presenting the memorial wreath at the
25th annual Korean war veterans lunch
held at the VFW hall in Anderson, Cali-
fornia. It was an honor to be in the
company with such a courageous group
of men who fought hard for the free-
doms that the people of South Korea
enjoy today.

The luncheon also served as a solemn
reminder of the sacrifices that have
been made on our behalf and the com-
mitment we have to our veterans. That
commitment wouldn’t be embodied any
better than by my friend Kim Cham-
berlain, who is a Korean immigrant.

As I assured the many veterans in
the audience on Saturday, from the
first time a constituent alerted me
about issues he had faced with the VA
until today, the vigilance of my office,
myself, and many of my colleagues in
this House, that commitment will re-
main to get to the bottom, to get solu-
tions for the VA and the problems the
veterans face on the backlog of not
only their health issues but, as well,
the backlog of even having their cases
heard and the benefits.

So, many questions still remain. I
look forward to meeting with the new
director of the Oakland regional office
there pretty soon and getting to the
bottom and getting real solutions for
veterans. Our commitment remains on
them.

———

1-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF COM-
PREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION RE-
FORM BY THE SENATE

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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